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their sorrow, had by expenence been made better judges, weie resolved to travelse both , for which purpose they kept close within their mtienchments, so that aftei all his effbits, King William, finding he could no way draw them to a battle, suddenly decamped, and marched dnectly to Pont Espiers, by long maiches, with a design to pass the French lines at that place
But notwithstanding our army marched in a dnect line, to om gieat suipnse, we found the enemy had fiist ta"Len possession of it They gave this the name of the Long Maicli, and \ery deservedly, foi though our armymaiched upon the stung, and the enemy upon the bow, sensible of the mipoit-ance of the post, and the necessity of seeming it, by double hoi sing with then foot, and by leaving their weaiy and weak in then gamsons, and supplying their places with fiesh men out of them, they gained then point in disappointing us Though ceitam it is, that match cost them as many men and hoises as a battle Ilowevei, then master, the Fiench king, was so pleased with then indefatigable and auspicious diligence, that he wiote, -with his own hand, a letter of thanks to the oihccib, for the great zeal and care they had taken to pi event the confedeiato army fiom entering into Fiench Flandei s
Krna; William, thus disappointed m that noble design, gave immediate oideis for his whole aimy to march thro ugh Oude-nard, and then encamped at Rosendale , after some little stay at that camp we were lemoved to the Camerlins, between Newport and Ostond, once moie to take our wintei quarteis then* amonjr the boors
We weie now in the yeai 1G95, when the strong fortiess of Namm, taken by the French in 1692, and since made by thorn much stionger, was invested by the Earl of Athlone Aftci %eiymany vigoious attacks, with the loss of many men, the town ^as taken, the garnson letmng into the castle Into \\hu h, soon altei, notwithstanding all the cncuinspection of the lK'SKkgois, Maiesdial Bouileis found means, with some diiitioons to tluow himself
"\\ hile Kuvj; William was thus engaged m that glorious und  nupoitant  sie^e, Punce  Vaudemont being posted at Watei<j;acin with about liity battaliona and as many squad tons, flu* M.ucsehal Villcioy laid a design to attack him with the who! j Fionch aimy    The puncc imagined no Jes&, theic-